
 As I’m writing this, it has been 

almost two months since the 

above Voters’ meeting took 

place.  

 

A highlight was the attendance 

of 30 members who signed 

their names; such a gathering 

has not been seen for many 

years. It was good to see! 

 

Financial Secretary Wendy 

Scully reported the total giving  

for January 2011 to April 3 as 

$55,866. This included the 

Roof Fund of $6,460, $6,311 

for Windows, $12,049 in Feb-

ruary, and $17,410 in March. 

The January total included the 

$5,220 given for the roof in 

January. 

 

The Profit & Loss Report for  

the year ending in 2010 as pre-

sented by Bob Rodmell was 

adopted subject to audit. 
  

A Nominating Committee was 

formed and elections will take 

place at the Voters’ meeting on  

June 26, which also happens to 

be a Birthday & Anniversary 

Sunday.  

Hopefully those who come to 

enjoy the goodies, will plan to 

stay for the Voter’s meeting as 

well.  

 

Since the last Voter’s meeting, 

you may have noticed our two 

new sets of windows in the east 

and the west sides of the church 

nave. They were installed just 

before Easter. What a beautiful 

change! They are easier to open 

from the inside and are very 

sturdy in a strong wind situa-

tion such as the one that broke 

a window, which resulted in the 

need to update those windows. 

It is hoped that we can gradu-

ally change the rest of the win-

dows as well. 

 

Dear Grace Congregation: 

This issue of Good News will 

be my last one. 

 

The first issue was introduced 

in November 2006 and began 

with the introduction of the Lu-

theran Service Book. 
 

I planned to publish the Good 

News four times a year, follow-

ing a Voters’ meeting. I didn’t 

always succeed. My intent was to re-

port items of interest such as high-

lights from LCC especially missions.  

I felt that there are many in our con-

gregation who do not know what goes 

on in our Synod and particularly 

where in the world LCC is actively 

working.  I am passionate about mis-

sions and became even more so after 

my LWMLC trip to Nicaragua in 

2008. That’s why timely information 

about recent mission grants has been 

included so the congregation would 

be kept up to date. 

 

I had hoped that featuring ―My Favor-

ite Bible Verse‖ would become an 

interesting sharing of what we have 

learned  from the Bible. I did not ex-

pect that so few were willing to share 

with others in the congregation what 

had become important to them.  

 

I tried to include articles that inter-

ested me thinking that they would 

also appeal to others. I used many ar-

ticles with permission from Good 

News, from St. Louis. I have no idea 

if anyone enjoyed or even read 

them—no-one ever told me.  

 

In short, the enthusiasm with which I 

began, has waned over the years. 

Many thanks to my husband Bill,   

without whose ideas and help I could 

not have done any of it.  
 

Anne Carson 
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Christian stewardship is primarily a spiritual issue. 

It has to do with God's relationship to us in Christ 

and how we live out that relationship.. It is about 

the hearts of God's people. Jesus desires that our 

hearts be turned to Him, that we follow Him and 

learn from Him, and that we live in obedience to 

His Word. 

 

Why is this important for the individual believer 

and for the congregation? There is a one word an-

swer to that question and that one word is sin. Be-

cause of sin people are prone to mismanage their 

lives. Even Christian people are susceptible to mis-

management. 

  

As someone once said, "If we are not willing to 

teach ourselves and our fellow believers how to 

manage our lives for the Savior, the sinful world is 

more than willing to teach its brand of self-centered 

living." 

 

Charles R. Lane suggests in Ask, Thank, Tell that 

the goal of stewardship ministry in the congrega-

tion be to help God's people grow in their relation-

ship with Jesus through the use of all the resources, 

blessings, and benefits that He entrusts to their 

care. That happens first and foremost as the Word 

of God is brought to bear on the steward's life. 

 

          ***************************** 

 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER: You canôt have eve-

rything. Where would you put it? 

 

TRUISM: Worrying does not take away tomor-

rowôs troubles; it takes away todayôs peace. 

 

FIGURE OF SPEECH: A bank is a place that 

will lend you money, if you can prove that you 

donôt  need it. 

 

TRUISM: When you pray for others, God listens 

to you and blesses them; and sometimes, when 

you are safe and happy, remember that someone 

has prayed for you. 

  

Focusing on stewardship  

as a spiritual issue 
 Is stewardship primarily an institutional issue or a 

spiritual issue? Is stewardship primarily a means to 

raise funds to preserve and promote an institution 

or is it about the entire life of the child of God lived 

out to glorify Him? How we answer those ques-

tions will impact dramatically the attitudes leaders 

of the congregation and individual members have 

toward Christian stewardship. 

 

It is certainly true that Christian stewardship has 

institutional components. Workers need to be com-

pensated, buildings need to be maintained, and re-

sources for mission and ministry must be provided. 

Unfortunately, in many congregations, these insti-

tutional issues are the primary (and sometimes the 

only) focus of Christian stewardship. When that 

happens the fullness, richness, freedom, and joy 

found in living as God's steward is lost. 

 

Consider the following statements:  

If God created us to work and take care of His crea-

tion, then stewardship is a spiritual issue. (Genesis 

2:15) 

  

If Jesus redeemed us and purified us to be His own 

possession and to be zealous for good works, then 

stewardship is a spiritual issue. (Titus 2:14) 

  

If every good thing we enjoy comes from God, then 

stewardship is a spiritual issue. (James 1:27) 

  

If everything we do is to give God glory, then stew-

ardship is a spiritual issue. (1 Corinthians 10:31) 

 

If nothing we possess or pursue should come before 

God, than stewardship is a spiritual issue. (Matthew 

6:33) 

  

If anything we possess has the possibility of com-

ing before God, than stewardship is a spiritual is-

sue. (Matthew 6:25) 

  

If God holds us accountable for how we live, then 

stewardship is a spiritual issue. 

(Romans 14:12) 
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 Mission Grant Update: 2009-2012 
 

PAID to date 

 

Thailand: transportation and stipend for two evan-

gelists              $6,000 

Nicaragua: sewing school support          $12,000 

Costa Rica: support for missionaries           $35,000 

Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine: fund for Christian materi-

als                     $6,000 

Canada; training of Deaf leaders as pastor/deaconess                                                      

$3,000 

Northern Saskatchewan: bus for La Ronge Lutheran 

Fellowship                                        $18,000 

 

Interim Mission Opportunity Fund             $12,000 

      Seminary students and professor to SE $5,000 

      Female Evangelist and Missionary Support, 

Nicaragua                                                    $7,000 

 

Balance to be paid 

 

Canada: training of Deaf leaders as pastor/deaconess                                                   

$10,000 

Interim Mission Opportunity Fund            $23,000 

 

P.S. There is still a full year until 2012 when the 

next convention is held in Kelowna, BC 

 

Grant from Mission Opportunity Fund Approved 

in May 2011 

 

This involved three organizations. The $16,000 grant 

will support the PAT program. Our grant will go to 

two equally important needs. It will provide funds 

for a resource centre of sound Lutheran books, CDs, 

videos and the like in the languages of students in 

the PAT program: Oromo, Spanish, Punjab, Arab, 

French, etc. and support an online library (in con-

junction with Concordia University College of Al-

berta) for study and research carried out by the stu-

dents. 

 

Marion Hollinger 

    Growth and Opportunity in Honduras 

 
My mission trip to Nicaragua this time included a 

visit to Honduras with the president of the Igle-

sia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua (ILSN) Pastor 

Luis Turcios. In Tegucigalpa we met with Pastor Ed-

mundo Auger, a Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod 

pastor serving in the Cayman Islands and with 

Tulio Cesar Mejia, who lives in Tegucigalpa, the 

capital city. We wanted to explore and discuss the 

possibility of mission work with LCC’s missionary, 

Pastor Douglas Aguillar, who is established and 

serving in the northern part of the country, in 

Olanchito. 

 

Tulio, a young church leader, took Lutheran Church–

Canada sponsored seminary classes in the Iglesia 

Luterana Sínodo de Nicaragua (ILSN), worked as lay 

evangelist volunteer in Panama, and is currently con-

ducting Bible classes with children in Tegucigalpa. 

Pastor Auger has mentored Tulio and is very encour-

aged with the work he’s doing. 

 

At our meeting we agreed that Tulio should continue 

his seminary training at the ILSN as part of the new 

class starting in October 2011. He will work in con-

junction with Pastor Douglas and both men will re-

port to the ILSN and LCC on their missionary pro-

grams. Rev. Auger will visit Tulio during the year, 

study foundational theological doctrine and related 

areas with him, mentoring and supporting his work 

with Pastor Douglas. Rev. Auger, in his kindness, 

offered to assist in special gatherings and mission 

outreach events in both places, encouraging our 

church workers in their family life as well as in the 

work of the mission. 

 

President Luis and I travelled to Olanchito where 

Pastor Douglas gathers children and adults under 

trees to proclaim the Gospel. We had the opportunity 

to take part in one of these events which gathered 

about eighty people. There is a small and faithful 

group of people who own a piece of land donated by 

the Lutheran Church in Victoria, B.C. They would 

like to have their church built as soon as possible. 

 

Missions News from LWMLC and LCC 
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teams to help them build a place for them to con-

tinue worshipping the Lord and proclaiming His 

Gospel to the people in Olanchito. 

                          
Rev. Dr. Leonardo Neitzel, Lutheran ChurchðCanadaôs 

executive responsible for overseas missions. 

 

               *************************** 

 

FIGURE OF SPEECH: Going to church doesnôt 

make you a Christian any more than standing in a 

garage makes you a car. 

 

TRUISM: Prayer is not a ñspare wheelò that you 

pull out when in trouble;  it is a ñsteering wheelò 

that directs us in the right path throughout life. 

 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER: Why is the time of 

day with the slowest traffic called the rush hour? 

 

FIGURE OF SPEECH: A clear conscience is 

usually the sign of a bad memory. 

Continued from previous page 

 Dr. Paul Loofs and his wife Elia Enid de Loofs, 

originally members of the church in Victoria, live 

in Olanchito and have been of great blessing and 

very supportive of the work in that area. 

 

The congregation’s challenge is now building a 

church, but they don’t have finances. They own the 

property, have a blueprint for a good-sized church 

building, a cost estimate, and are working on the 

building permit. They would welcome any financial 

support or labour work in their endeavour. 
 

As in Nicaragua, it would be possible for LCC to 

arrange the building project in Olanchito to be car-

ried out in stages until completion. A volunteer 

team of builders could lay the foundations in the 

first stage, then the walls, roof, doors and windows 

until it’s finished.  

 

We pray and trust the Lord will provide these 

brothers and sisters with help from North American  

Phone: 905-728-4381 

Fax: 905-728-6578 
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   HOW WELL DO I GIVE LOVE AT HOME? 

 

1. When I come home, do I greet my family pleas-

antly? 

2. Is it easier for me to be pleasant  with friends 

than with my own family? 

3. Do I notice when someone needs help and give it 

without being asked? 

4. Do I say hateful things to anyone in my family? 

5. If one of them is unkind to me, do I try to get 

even? 

6. Do I look for the good instead of the bad in my 

family? 

7. Do I listen with respect when one of them is 

talking? 

8. Do I tell each one in my family that I love him/

her? 

9. Do my actions show that I love each one in my 

family? 

10. Each morning, do I ask my Heavenly Father to 

help me give love at home? 

 
       Anonymous 


